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The Civil War in Bowling Green
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(L) The Public Sguare in Bowling Green, (R) The Ares Confederates Burned As They Retreated

Kentucky was of such great strategic importance, that Abraham Lincoln stated in an 1861 letter, 1 think to lose Kentucky is nearly
the same as to lose the whole game,” With Kentuckians divided between North and South, the state adopted & palicy of neatrality
at the heginning of the Civil War. The status ended in cary September [61, when Confederate troops under General Leonidas
Polk seized the Mississippi River wwn of Columbus, Kentucky, The Union army under General Ulvsses 8. Grant responded by
taking the cities of Paducah and Smithland, Kentucky, Fully realizing its importance 1o the Southern cause, Conflederate General
Simon Bolivar Buckner led approximately 3000 troops to occupy Bowling Green on 18 September 1861,

Camrtesy ol the Kenhacky Liteary, Western Kenioucky Uniivessin

Both sides wanted control over Bowling Green and Warren County. The county’s productive farms and its ample quantitics of fresh
water promised plentiful supplies for an army,. The center of a reliable and defensible transportation network made Bowling Green
one of the state’s most strategic citics. The Louisville-Nashville Railroad, a svstem of roadways, and the Big Barren River could he
relied upon to move men and supplies quickly and elliciently. Canon placed on the fortified hills around the city could easily defend
these transportation routes, Conlederale General Albert Sidney Johmston, commander of the Confederate delenses between the
Appalachian Mountains and the Indian 'Territory, chose Bowling Green as his headquarters. A pro-Confederate state government
formed in Russellville, the county seat of neighboring Logan County, in November 1861, 1t declared Kentucky to be a “free and
mdependent state” and made Bowling Green the Capital of the Confederate Stae of Kentucky: By ke 1861, Bowling Green
became the heart of the Confederacy’s efforts in Kentucky:

The new year brought serious worries to the Confederate occupation force, Union victories at Middle Creek and Mill Springs

in Fastern Kentucky in_January and General Grant’s victories at Forts Henry and Donelson to the west in February 1862 mace
Bowling Green no longer defendable for the Confederates. Union General Don Caros Buell advanced his Army of the Ohio
southward from the Green River. Under the command of General Ormsby Mitchel, Bowling Green was bombarded from across
the Barren River. The Confederate army evacaated the city, and by 14 February 1862, the city fell into Union hands. Federal
troops controlled Bowling Green and Kentucky for the rest of the war

By 1864, there was a vigarous effort by the federal government to recruit and enlist slaves in Kemucky, Bowling Green and seven
other military camps were designated to receive and protect those recruits.

Produced under the autdority of Maj. JH. Simpson, Chicf
Engineer, Depr, of the Ohio, Cincnnang, 1863



© B Lost River Cave & Variey, Historican MArkER axp 2
Wavsing Exuigirs, 2818 NasaviuLe Roan (US 31W)

Last Biver Canve and Valley served as a camp for both Union and
Confiderate iroops in this area, Lost River offered a natural water supply
and the beaury of the cave provided a diversion from the ugliness of war
O one of his “Hghming raids™ imo Kenmicky; John Hunt Morgan allegedly
hid in the cave when escaping from pursuing troops. There is an admisson
foe o tour Lost Biver Cave, For more information call 270 393-0077 or visit
wwwlostrivercave.com.,

Frony [-603, take ol $#22, US23 1, feailng soth,

0.7 wnsles tern Dgft at intersection # 5 on Cie Milf Rl /Thstnann Lane

3 witles erm wightt on USSTIV Noth

1.1 wmsles herm wight mio vistlor pekang af Lost River Gave

Also visit Hall, about ten miles south of Lost River cave
on US 31W, This is the site where the Confederate army camped
after evacnating Bowling Green.

B “Joxesvitie” Historicar, Marker, WEU Cavpus

This marker denaotes the original site of_Jonesville, an Alrican American
commumity that was founded in 1867 by Charles L. Jones, an emancipated
slave. This reconstruction era settlement grew o include several hundeed
residents, an clementary school, businesses, and mwo churches,

Tin vight on US 31TV North Noshrille Rod

L5 mles turn Teft on BUS 23 £/ Univeraty Bl

00,5 wnsles contimu stradght af Heoy 68780/ Big Red Way tnlesection

T he anaarfeer £ et ahead on the right and permitterd parking an fhe

There ts rooun o a shari-lerm peall-ofl

o. Tue Kexrucky Buinoixe & “ConFenerate State CAPITAL
oF Kentucky” Historicar, Marker, US 68

Ihis building houses the Kentucky Library, the Kentcky Museum and
the Civil War and Southern History Research Collection. In addition o
the vast resources including manuscripts, books, newspapers and artifacts,
the Muscum hosts a permanent Civil War exhibit, *A Star in Each Flag:
Conflict in Kentucky™ A small admission fee is charged at the Muscum,
The marker is Jocated outside the opposite corner of the building [rom the
parking arca. For more information, call 270-743-2392 or visit
wwwwknedu/ Library/yvlmy/

Contiruae i Hioy 65780/ Callege Heights Bl intersection 0.7 miles, on vight side

©@Forr Lyre, WKU Campus

Omice knovwn as Fort Vinegar, this fort is located at the summit of the hill

on Western Kentucky Universiny's campus."The Gonfederate amy began
construction of this fort during its occupation of Bowling Green, bat it was
completed by Undon forces, There is no readily svailable parking on weekdays,
Flurn vight leaing K1 Bilding parking

0.5 ruiles fuom wight on £ 120 Ave.; fom vight on Center St bom Left on £ 158 Ave;
turn wight o College Sy 005 mules i wight on Callege Haghis Bl

sdaay left io ender hilliods campmas af G Wilkan Hall;

00,1 wmsles take e forst Def?, et peast Vi Mider Hall, o reach il parking bl

A Griver House Privare Resience, 1320 Park St.

"This antebellum home owned by a Union sympathizer, was capuured by
the Conlederate Armne A garmison of sobdiers was stationed 1o protect this
house, which served as Kentucky'’s Confoderate Capitol Building, It was
the residence of the Confederate Governor, and provisional government
meetings took place there as well. This hill also contained a “lunetie fort”
anel three mounted cannon,

00,2 wnles folloe ome-toay dane ddoecn fromn Rillioge furn Deft om Normals Stae S8

00, wnsles bern wight on {49k Are.

€11 wnsles hern Bgft af Pk St

Go 12 ok, 1320 Pk 5. an right. No public parking.

o B “Covirce Hil” Historiean Marke,

Maw & PARK STREETS AT ENTRANCE TO RESERVOIR PARK

Fort C.E Smith was bocated south of wwn on College Hill, now know s
Reservoir Hill, Still visibde are some of the carthworks constructed
wncher the command of Colonel Benjarmin Harrison, who kater became
President. This was the largest and and most elaborate fort in the
Bowding Groen defensive systermn. Tt was deseribed as a “hastion fort”
and was dedgned w mount up o 25 cannon. A historical marker i
bocated at the corner of Main and Park Streets, and a wayside extubit is
located to the right of the picnic pavilion at Fort CE Smith,

00,4 mles frm vight af 4k sisp sim outo Man Ave.

enntiinie (1.2 niles crond reservoty o picnic pecilion (Rt C.F Sindilh)

© B “Civi. War Occupamions™ Historican Magker, Ma St.
v Fouwtam Square Pagrk

The marker describes the occupation of this area by hath Confederate and
Union troaps. There is also a stone monument in Fountain Square Park tha
recognizes Bowling Green as the Confederate Capital of Kentucky,

Tuerm awoe, retrn donen Maim Ave. for 0.2 miles

Continuse (1.1 niles an Main Ave, el hecr left b civcle Funtain Sguare Park

B “Wargrex Cousty's Crer USA Crvi, War Orricers” Historican
Marker, Wagnex County CourtHouss, 429 10™ Ave. East

"This marker recognizes Warren County’s Chiel’ Union Civil War Officers
anel Bsts those who received the Confoderate Moedals of Honor in 1863,
From the squere, oalk one Back south on College Street fo the Wirren Conenty Conrthonsse
it the commer of Collige and 10th Streets

B A“Baxer Hir” Historicar MARKER, Axp Wavsipe Exaiprr
US 31W, PrivaTe PROPERTY

Fort Baker stood on a hill north of the city on Barren River w defend
Bowling Green against the troops coming from the north and east. From
here, Union General Ormshby Miichel lwnched his bombardment of
Bowding Green while the Confederate army evacuated the cing A Wayside
Eschibit is located across US 3IW near the entrance 1o Weldon Peete Park.
Fimn the squuerre, e dgft at O8] Lovisille Red A State SL/US STV

I il to Fort Baer on left (parking on vight af Weldw Frete Fark)

@B “Derevvive tHE LEN Ramroan” Wavsie Exuigrr,
River Wark Park, E. Riverview D

O thiss sicle of the Barren River, there onee stood a fortified stockade 1o
defend the LEN Failroad Trestle, The original wesile was desiroved by the
Confederates to prevent the Union army from emering Bowling Green by
rail. Afier the westle was repaired by the Union arom, a defenave stockade
was also built to protect this important niver crossing.

Turn fgﬂ oy CMe! Evniseadle R

00,65 wmsles, turm vight an E. Riveiese Des/Z10W

00,4 s, perckiang om vighet. Wayade Exhobil fooated near trestle,

@ B Historic Rampark & Tramv Museum, 401 Kextucky St.
After confiscating ten locomotives and 200 boxears in Nashwalle, General
Buckner amved im Bowling Green wath 5,000 Confoderate soldiers in
mickSeptember 1861, The next February, Contederate foroes burned the
train depot as they evacuated Bowling Green before the Union advance.
This Tranin Staion, bult in 1925, les on the rack bed of the onginal LEN
Rail bne. Permanent exhibits include: “The Great Locomotive Chase,”
with a replica of the first Congressional Medal of Honer ever awarded for
stealing the Confederate lcomotive known as “The General,” and “Lincoln,
the Civil War and the Railroad™ containing rare Matthew Brady Civl War
Railroad phatos,

For more information call 270-743-7317 or visit wwwhistoricrailpark.com.
Turn vight onto K. Riverview D, dimve 08 wiles fo turn left on Lovaile/ KT S1
0.3 wiles furn wigihet indo Historic Railfart: & Trn Musam

Q@ B “A Civi. War Derense Line,” Historicar MARKER AND
Wavsine Exmsrr, Rovasno Brasn Park

This spot marks the end of a defensive rifle rench, first proposed by

the Confederates then completed by the Union A,

This trench began next o the L&EN Railroad tracks and then sig-eaged
its way to the center of this park. This fle rench represented
addiional defense for the LEN Railroad isell] as well as another
defensive position halfiway hetween Forts Webb and C.E Smith,

Turn right outa Rentucky St dvive O 1 miles fo tura left on 7tk Ave,

0.1 witles left on Center St. emss over Gk, Are.

0.1 mills, parting on left. Marker & Wayside Fhibit cated fust past pecilin,

@© BRverview AT Horsox Grove Historie House Museum &
“Hopson House™ Historican Marker, 1100 West Maw St.
Construction of Riverview began in 1857 but was not completed untl afier
the Civil War. During the oceupation by both Confederate and Union
troops, the house's foundation and four walls were used as a fort, while

the basement was used as an ammunition depot for the entire fortification
system in Bowling Green, "Today this house is fully restored and open to the
public for a small admission fee. Interpretive pancl by parking lot.

For more information call 270-843-3363, wawwhgkvorg/rvendew

Retrern on Center 88 for 0 moiles b turn vight on 600 Ave.

“Take first left on Kenficky St

0.2 wiiles vight on M Ave.

0. miiles emss ower Wetenans Menvmial Bl

Cintrrmee 0.7 sniles, DefR at secom stofs sagme om_Joakom S0,

Take an roumediate vight and enler “Hobson Grove Bk (Merer af enrance)

@ Hives BoarLasoie Park, BoatLasoivg Roap

The Big Barren River was a major contributing factor o making Bowling
Green astrategic location for both armies. The river offered a plentiful
supply of fresh water for the toops and it was an ideal way to move men
and supplies quickly and efficiently. 'This area was protecied by the cannons
of Fort Baker. Nearby was one of several military hospitals located in the
Bowling Green arca. This small park beside the river offers apportunities for
fishing, boating and picnics. Interpretive panel on site. A Wayside Exhibit is
located everlooking the Barren River on the Greenway Trail.

Retuirn do Fackson S, and turn left

0.2 winles doorn Regft one Chinarchh 82,

0.2 witles turm vight on Praver S

0.4 nules turn Beft on Boatlanding R

0. f witles toarn Reft ot Boertlanding Prac. Wirpside Exhulit bcelesd s hill to left.

@ B Forr Weee Park & “Fort Wees” Historicar, MARKER,
Beecn Bexp Roan & Coustry CLug Drive

Now located ina city park, this fort has retained its orginal configuration
since the time it was constructed by the Confederate army, A histonical
marker and an interpretive panel explains its unsual earthworks which
were described as a “unete fort with embankments™ and three mounted
cannon. This marker abko includes a map of Civil War fortifications in
Bewling Green.

Turn faft on Bogtlanding Road

0.1 ritdes e Reft o oy 183/ Richardsolle Ril

0.2 mules trn vagh on Ciarvter Lane for i b here fo see o vectored one-lane hridge
1.7 mindes turn vighet on Beech Bened Roadd far trurm leff here to see Beech Bend Pk}
0.8 miles turn vight at Country Clsb Drice {not @ private dhice)

0.2 ritles &5 Ford TVl o the left

@ “Mr. Avr & Forr Usperwoon,” Waysipe Exuigir,
Kerkakes Park

Atop Underwood Hill o the northeast siood Mi. Avr; the home of the
Underwood family. Being supporters of the Union cause, the Gumily was
forced to evacuate their home in order to house Confederate Officers. Near
the home, Fort Underwood was constructed 1o defend the Barren River and
the Glasgow Road. Fort Underwood was deseribed as a “Tunette fort™ and
mounted six cannon.

Retrern i Conmtry Club Dhvve lo Boech Bendd Roaadl: turee vight

0.7 minles, comtime o 5 £V Bypeass

0065 muales e Left on 234/ Finrvtee Aveanie

0.3 nutles left into ek

0.1 ritkes wight, then immediate b, Wiysade echibil on right.

@ Mr. Morian Cemerery, ST, Josepi's Laxe

M. Moriah Cemetery is an Alrican-American gravevard established in the
late: 16705, It includes several graves of Undon soldiers. To locate the graves
of Civil War soldiers, look lor rectangular monuments with the inseription
in acarved “shield.” Common abbreviations are *C, Inf” for Colored
Infamiry, “Col™ or “Cald” for Colored, “USCC™ for 128, Colored Calvary,
“USCHA" for US, Colored Heany Antillery, “USCT” for ULS, Colored
Infantry and “USCT™ for Colored Troops. Charcoal or other types of
“rubbings"” of monuments canses deterioration of old stone.
Instead, please use photographs as your souvenir,

Return to e a vight on 234/ Fatrteae Avene

Tihe fort vight inta 8. Josep Lane

OB Coxerperate Mosumest & “Home or Tromas Hives”
Historical MARKER, 1209 FARviEw AVENUE

The Confiederate Monument, located in Faindew Cemetery’s older section,
was dedicated in 1876 before a crowd of 12,000, Several hundred bodies,
mwed to this site, are believed to be buried in concentrie circles around
the obelisk carved from local limestone, Ouiside the cemetery gaies, a
hastorcal marker wdenmbies Thomgs Hi_“l'lr}' Hines, 2 Buther (_humt}' TiEAtAve
andd Confederate spy who was onee known as the most dangerous man of
the Confbderacy.

Retrern lo dalie a vight on 234/ Farrvieae Avemue

dake first vight into Freiee Comelery

Marfer located immedietely o vight of entrance; artang where aoalabl,

Bowling Green Area Map
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